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ICLEI´s Mission

ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability (known as “ICLEI”) is a global 

network working with more than 2,500 local and regional governments 

committed to sustainable urban development. Active in 125+ countries, we 

influence sustainability policy and drive local action for low emission, nature-

based, equitable, resilient and circular development.

ACTIVE IN

125+
COUNTRIES

500+ 
EXPERTS IN 
24 OFFICES 

WORLDWIDE 

2,500+ LOCAL 

AND REGIONAL 
GOVERNMENTS



INTERACT Bio – At a glance

From 2017 to 2024

Implemented in 6 countries

• Brazil

• Tanzania

• India

• South Africa

• China

• Colombia

Funded by

BMUV

through IKI



What is INTERACT- Bio about? 

INTERACT-Bio is designed to improve the utilization 
and management of nature within fast-growing cities 
and the regions surrounding them. It aims to provide 
expanding urban communities in the Global South with 
nature-based solution and associated benefits.

CONNECTSTRENGTHEN

local, regional, and 
national decision-makers
to integrate biodiversity into 
city-region planning and 
decision

the capacity to integrate 
biodiversity and nature-based 
solutions into infrastructure 
and development planning

MAINSTREAM

biodiversity & ecosystem
considerations across
sectors at the subnational
and national level.



• Implement & evaluate pilot         projects

• Develop investment cases

• Cases Studies

• Biodiversity finance mapping at national  

and international level

• North-south and south-south     peer learn

ing

Main activities & project schedule

Vertical integration between national and subnational levels

Development of a biodiversity management reporting platform for subnational governments

International advocacy and global dissemination O
n

-g
o

in
g
Scoping 
(Baseline situation & technical) 

Develop regional strategy 
& BSAPs 

Implement and Upscale
(Pilot Project, Access to Finance and 
Peer learning) 

• Demand-driven assessments of green 

infrastructure &        natural  assets

• Incorporate natural assets in  regional 

strategy & action       plans

• Establish multi- disciplinary, multi-sec

toral stakeholder          forums

• In-country scoping

• Stakeholder 

engagement

• Ecosystem valuation

• Map natural assets 

• National dialogues

• Design project 

interventions

2017 2018 & 2019 2020-2024



Scoping and Mapping Urban Ecosystems



Local Biodiversity Strategic Action Plan

Adopted:

- Campinas, Brazil

- Kochi, Gangtok, Jammu, 

Srinagar, India

- Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

Work in Progress: 

- Bucaramanga, Colombia

- Kunming, China, 

- Waterberg, South Africa



Examples of Demonstration Projects

Main activities & project schedule



Financing Biodiversity at the local level



Biodiversity finance decision making tree
to support project developers to navigate among the numerous financing instruments available and help them find

the most suitable ones, considering their local and national environment, and their ability to access international
financing sources



Guide to Biodiversity 
Financing for Cities and 
Regions

Access the Guide here 
(available soon):

https://interactbio.iclei.org/resource/guide-to-
biodiversity-financing-for-cities-and-regions/

https://interactbio.iclei.org/resource/guide-to-biodiversity-financing-for-cities-and-regions/




(…)



Peer Learning and Global Outreach

Project cities active participation in the consultation process leading to 
the Edinburgh Declaration on post-2020 global biodiversity framework

ICLEI–Kunming International Center of Excellence for CitiesWithNature

Biodiversity Summit of Subnational Governments and Cities as a side 
event during CBD CoP 14 & 15

North-South & South-South Peer Learning webinar series



INTERACT-Bio
Case study: Africa



Case study: African cities

● Tangible impact for nature and 

communities in Tanzania

● Dedicated outreach and 

demonstration projects 

demonstrating nature’s value 

in cities



Tanzanian stakeholders



Innovative reuse allowing nature 
to flourish: Nyerere Square



Regenerative agriculture: Dodoma



Tools and resources for urban 
biodiversity

Moshi







Collaborative co-production

Supported by 

Hemholtz Zentrum



A catalogue of Dar es Salaam’s 
native biodiversity

A guide for 

urban planners, 

decisionmakers, 

plant nurseries 

and the public



● The UPDCSP is under the Dar es Salaam Metropolitan 

Development Project (DMDP) and was a World Bank funded 

project

● Implemented by the Government of Tanzania through the 

President’s Office, Regional Administration and Local 

Government (PO-RALG)

● Embarked to strengthen urban planning and development 

control in 20 LGAs. 

● Development of 5 key modules and a guiding document for 

decision makers.

● Trained over 450 stakeholders including government officials 

from the national level to the ward and sub-ward levels

● Included development of public awareness materials, 

application tools, urban research platform

Urban Planning and Development Control
Strengthening Programme



Work in SA



Key priorities

➔ Working with model/lead region to develop finance 

mechanism/instrument to suite Waterberg context, to be trialled 

mid 2024

➔ Aligning work with all participating regions to post-2020 GBF 

targets

➔ Unlocking income opportunities through the green and/or 

biodiversity economy

➔ Growing awareness of biodiversity within urban context through 

green open spaces plans

➔ Aligning activities to human-rights based approach, driving 

gender inclusivity



Discussion



international-climate-initiative.com

@iki_germany

iki-office@z-u-g.org

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR ATTENTION

international-climate-initiative.com

